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Summer Newsletter for our Zero Pollution Supporters 2025

Hello and welcome to our newsletter; we hope that you are all well and that you have been keeping up to
date with our activities on the Stormwater Shepherds UK website at
https://www.stormwatershepherds.org.uk/

(' 1t's been such a dry summer so far that there has been little opportunity to sample stormwater,
but that hasn't stopped us from making sure that everyone keeps talking about it!

In May, we were really lucky to work with
Aquawatch to install a water quality monitor in the
River Darwen in Higher Walton. This device
continuously measured water quality upstream and
downstream of a motorway outfall for two weeks
and we are eagerly awaiting the results! ¢
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This little hole in the wall on the banks of the River
Mersey near Wallasey might not look like much, but it is
the discharge from the road tunnels under the river.
We've never considered where the drainage from road
tunnels goes before, and we are interested to
understand if this discharge is causing pollution or not.
We have a meeting planned with the operators of this
system and we will work with them to get some
samples.

Our Director of Operations, Jo Bradley was lucky
enough to visit the Castlefield Aqueduct in the
Spring. This is a fabulous project by our friends at
the National Trust, creating a new green-way in the
middle of Manchester. They have just announced
that Phase 2 is about to start. You can find out
more on their website:
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/cheshire-
greater-manchester/castlefield-viaduct/our-work-at-
castlefield-viaduct

Stormwatershepherds.org.uk Registered Charity Number: 1195055



https://www.stormwatershepherds.org.uk/

- .
~ What's in the buckets? These ah

some samples of insects that we
collected from a tiny stream called

Tarta Cacr “Tacta C

coo i Wi (| N e \ Tarra Carr Gutter. We collected 3-

TJone 12*

16 S0

s \ o ‘ minute samples of the insects living
i : in the stones at the bottom of the
stream. The samples have been sent
off to be analysed to see if there is
any obvious harm caused to the
insects by the pollution in the

K stream. /

Not a lot of
people know

that...

The motorway runoff from the M6 in Cumbria discharges into the beautiful
rivers and streams with no treatment to prevent pollution. This outfall comes
off the M6 near Tebay and runs across a field and into the River Lune. This
stretch of the River Lune is an important spawning ground for salmon, and
this pollution needs to be addressed so that the salmon can thrive. National
Highways are about to spend millions of pounds repairing the bridges in
this area, but they have no plans to improve the drainage. Stormwater
Shepherds is working with local people to try to change their minds and to
get this pollution removed.
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Reimagining
Rainwater in Highways

MAYOR OF LONDON ; The team at the Greater London

: ; Authority are working hard to
improve river health across London.
As part of that programme, they
have published a series of
‘Reimagining Rainwater’ documents
to guide designers through the
process of including sustainable
drainage systems, or SuDS, in parts
of London where there is space to
do it. Stormwater Shepherds worked
with them to write this document in
the series about highway drainage.
You can see the whole series of
these documents on their website:
https://www.london.gov.uk/programm
es-strategies/environment-and-
climate-change/climate-change/suds-
sector-guidance

Your role as a Zero Pollution $Supporter

Although we had a wet-spell in May, it has been really dry for the beginning of the summer. That
means that much of the country is now officially in a drought and have hose-pipe bans in place. So
how can you keep your car clean and your garden watered when you can't use your hose-pipe? Here
are some ideas:
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Have a bucket or a watering-can next to your kitchen sink all day. When you run your hot-tap
and you are waiting for it to run hot, catch that water in the bucket.

If someone doesn’t finish a drink of squash or water, pop it in the bucket.

When you wash your hands, do it over the bucket.

When you boil your veg, that water can go in the bucket too.

When you have finished the washing-up, if the water isn't too dirty, that can go in the bucket
too — the washing up liquid won't do any harm; just let it cool before you use it.

If you change the water in the pet’s bowl or bottle, any old water can go in the bucket too.

If you do that every day, you'll get a couple of buckets full each day, and that can water plenty
of plants. The cleaner water will rinse and wash the car too.

Give it a try and see how you get on!
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88 We've spotted some beautiful sustainable drainage systems recently — have you
seen any near your house?

This floating wetland has been installed
in Bristol Harbour to create habitat for
wildlife, to improve water quality and
to ‘soften’ the edges of the harbour.
Isn’t it gorgeous? It has ducks and
geese living on it and we saw lots of

butterflies when we visited $§
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This flowery rain-garden has been
installed in Mansfield as part of a town-
wide sustainable drainage scheme
(SuDS) to reduce flooding. This one is
right outside some shops so that the
local people can enjoy the flowers
when they pop for a pint of milk. What

a lovely idea & .
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I'm really pleased to tell you that all our work to raise awareness of stormwater pollution is starting
to pay off. Just this morning (July 19'") the Minister for the Environment, Steve Reed, has said that in
response to a report that is to be published on Monday he "aims to highlight that, while sewage
spills into waterways are a significant source of public concern, runoff from farms and roads also
makes up a critical part of the pollutants going into rivers and other bodies of water." This is a
massive shift and the team at Stormwater Shepherds hope that it is true, and that DEFRA will work
with the industry to properly control pollution from highway runoff.

We are delighted to have you ‘on-board’ as a Zero Pollution Ambassador. Let us know if you find out about
grants and funds that you think that we may be able to bid into so that we can deliver more projects to
improve stormwater management.

And let us know if we can help you too; we can help you to organise a litter-pick, or talk to local groups
about plastic pollution and the impacts of stormwater. ijog the rest 0{ the summer
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